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Annual Membership Drive - 2010


Our Annual Membership Drive is underway.  Members are the backbone of the Tewksbury Historical Society.  Membership means different things to different people.  We have many long time supporters who automatically join every year such as Mary Beattie, Eugene Winter and Allie Casazza.  Joe and Sandra DeLucia, Richard and Margaret Gath, and Robert and Priscilla Marsh are couples that join every year.  We have many people from out of town who are members such as Delbert Nash in Dunwoody, Georgia and his sister, Phyllis Fullerton of Williston Vermont.  Some new members from last year are Kevin Sullivan, Noel Metcalf, Tim Holden, Laurie Hartwick, and Ann Broski.  


We are proud of our membership.  It has grown significantly since hitting a low point in 2006, to an all-time high point last year.  Our mission to preserve, educate, and encourage research into Tewksbury history has grown to a point where we have two storage units in Tewksbury-U-Store-It for our growing artifacts.  


This past year the Executive Board has concentrated on taking items given to the Society out of personal homes and putting them into storage or exhibiting these donations.  An agreement to use display cases (as available) has been struck with the Tewksbury Library Trustees.  Mrs. Louise Hunt, chief archivist has been recording each donation, sending out deeds to donors, and training other Society members who have joined the Archive Committee.  Mrs. Hunt was mainly responsible for the successful 275th Anniversary Exhibit in April.  She and the Archive Committee will be creating exhibits in the Library.  Three members, Bill Fullerton, Doris McPhail, and Tony Coviello, have been very faithful volunteers in the Local History Room every Tuesday.  They work on the photographic archives every 3:30-5:30pm at the Local History room.  We are looking for more history addicts so we may expand hours after 5:30pm.  We also have a great time talking Tewksbury history and meeting visitors to the room.


Tom King is our main man in the Society Store since our beloved Val Rogers passed away.  The store needs more helpers.  If you like meeting the public and would like to be on our store staff, please contact Tom or Dave Marcus by emailing us (tewksburyhistoricalsociety@msn.com).  


Membership means being as active as you want to be or as passive as you want to be.  Many members support Tewksbury history with their spirit and dues.  Artifact storage, membership meetings, exhibiting, newsletters, archiving supplies, supporting historical research, and a new website are expenses we cover with membership dues.  


We will have two fundraisers featuring historical theatrical performances. (See Membership Events.)  The "Tewksbury Has Talent" Program was such a success with our school age students; we will do this again next year as a part of the annual Charter Day Celebration.  We are inviting these students to perform at some of our future membership meetings and historical theatrical events.  Did you see them in the show or in the video on local cable television?   If not, you are in for a treat.  The artistic culture of Tewksbury has been used to teach and preserve the history of Tewksbury ever since its inception.  I am sure the town celebrated its "setting off" from Billerica with some sort of function or celebration that included singing, dancing, and/or visual arts.  Church services to this date still have singing as a part of worship.  Schools still have the singing of patriotic songs and patriotic plays to celebrate America, Massachusetts, and Tewksbury.  As President of this Society I strongly believe that every resident of Tewksbury should join the Tewksbury Historical Society.  I hope all the members of this Society renew their membership and that every member should talk to someone else they know into being a member.  The New Members Meeting on Feb. 27th is in a room with a capacity of 100 people.  I hope to see 100 members in that room for our meeting on the Hardy-Pike House.    

2010 Membership Events 

The Hardy-Pike House

"New Members meeting"

Tewksbury Public Library

Saturday, February 27, 1:30pm

The Hardy-Pike House
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                   (continued)

(continued) The Hardy-Pike House is located at 464 Main Street and is the third oldest house in Tewksbury.   A discussion among Society members about the Pike house will include a Power Point show about the house.  Our "New Members Meeting" is part social and part education about Tewksbury history.  It is an opportunity for new members to meet old members.    


The Hardy-Pike house was built in 1740 and is one of approximately 19 houses built in the 1700's.  This house was a stop on the stagecoach trail from Boston to Nashua, New Hampshire.  It was nicknamed the Half Way House.  Marc and Leisa Ginsburg purchased the house last year and are renovating and restoring the house for an Internet café and bookstore.  They have been given a Complimentary Membership for their preservation efforts by the Historical Society's Board of Directors.  


We have invited a relative of Alice Pike and hope to have at least one couple that was married at the Pike House.  If you come to the meeting and you were married at the Pike House, you will receive a free picture of the house.  If you have a tale about the Pike House, please come and speak up.  Mrs. Pike was the town clerk and conducted Tewksbury business at her residence.  Please bring any artifact or picture you have.  We would enjoy seeing them.  


Come on down to the library and enjoy our Annual New Members Meeting.  The meeting is the end of our 2010 Membership Drive. 

Coming Soon

A Two Part Performing Arts Series

March 11, 2010

The 1st 

Historical Play

"Phebe Emerson: Eyewitness to Revolution"
Artist Performer: Jan Turnquist

7:00pm

Tewksbury Senior Center


Phebe was married to Rev. William Emerson, the minister of the Congregational Church in Concord.  They lived in the Old Manse next to Concord's North Bridge.  (Nathaniel Hawthorne also lived in the house in the 1840's.)  Rev. Emerson was the grandfather of Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Ministers were very influential people in colonial towns.  Emerson worked actively for independence but did not bear arms due to his faith.  They witnessed the historic battle from their back yard between local Militia Men and the British Redcoats on April 19, 1775.  There is a connection between a Tewksbury member of the Tewksbury's 2nd Southeast Militia Company and Mr. Emerson from the battle that day.  Ms. Turnquist is adding this Tewksbury twist to her performance on March 11.  She is the Executive Director of the Louisa May Alcott house in Concord and has many historical acting credits on her resume.  

Tickets will be on sale for both performances very soon.

June 24, 2010
The 2nd 

Historical Play

"Performer and Play to be announced later"

7:00pm

Tewksbury Senior Center

Membership: David Garside Jr. has joined our Society from Waterford Conn.  He attended our T.H.S. Reunion.  Joseph Knight has joined from Tewksbury.  


Carole Craig joined us from Fort Wayne Indiana.  She is a relative of Newman Scarlett who was an early town clerk, fought in the Revolutionary War and was one of three men who drew the first map of Tewksbury.


Mario Marchese joined us from Wilmington.  He ran unsuccessfully for State Representative last fall.  And finally, Walter Russo, who some in the Society said would never join, did join!  He even paid in cash.   So to you who said he would never join, PHHATTTT!

Miscellaneous:


This is the tenth year of newsletters with the first "volume" in June 2001 featuring a tribute to Mary Garland.  


The position of Treasurer will be filled on the Executive Board meeting of Jan. 25, 2010.


If you would like to have the newsletter sent electronically, please contact our Corresponding Secretary Sandra Mouser at tewksburyhistoricalsociety.msn.com.  If you would like a copy of the Bylaws you may also contact Sandra Mouser.

2009 Annual Fund Drive 

 
The Annual Fund Drive (AFD) was very successful considering the economy.  The AFD concluded with some surprising characteristics and in some aspects mirrored the successful year the Society had.  

1.  We had 10 T.H.S. Reunion donors added to our 29 Society donors, creating the largest number of donors (39) in Society history.  

2.  We surpassed last years AFD total, collecting $1,635.00, a new record!  3.  The most surprising statistic was that the large number of small donors made up for a lack of big donors.  


This shows the great grass roots generosity of our donors.  This was the best Annual Fund Drive we ever had and it was done in the worst economic crisis in recent memory.  The Society gives thanks for your generosity.  It was a special way for our Society to end the 275th Anniversary year.

2009 ANNUAL FUND DRIVE DONORS

$200 and Over
Dan Armstrong

$100 to $199

Beverly A. Bennett

David E. Marcus

Up to $99

William H. Bennett Jr.

Harold R. & Marion E. Clark

Armando DeCarolis

Joe & Sandra DeLucia

Leann K. D'Entremont & Richard C. D'Entremont

William J. & Esther Jane DeGregorio

John Denehy

John & Roberta Deputat

Elisabeth Desmarais

Ruth Dziadul

Priscilla Edgecomb

Barbara (Davis) Fowle

Phyllis Nash Fullerton

William J. Fullerton

David Garside Jr.

Margaret & Richard Gath

Michael Hazel

Ken Holden

Elsie G. Howell

Vito & Marilyn Ivas

Bernice Lynch

Jeanette McCusker

Christine McGrath

Emmet Millett

Dolores & Nick Montecalvo

Ken & Sandra Mouser

Thomas Ruckledge

Elaine Stephens

Doug Sears

Senator Sue Tucker

Gene Walsh

Phyllis White

Eugene Winter

William Wyatt

Judith A. Yarbrough

Memorial Donations

- In memory of Val Rogers and her wonderful contributions to Tewksbury. 

- In memory of Evelyn R. Hazel. 

- In memory of Teresa G. Armstrong to honor her life. 

- In memory of Georgia Ruckledge. 

-In memory of Ralph S. Webb and Marion Webb. 

-In memory of Harold F. Clark and Elizabeth Clark. 

-In memory of Jonathan Wolf to honor his love of Tewksbury History. 

-In memory of Edward Winkler to honor a Wakefield carnation grower who learn his trade in Tewksbury.

-In memory of Samuel G. Stephens to honor over 30 years of service as a police officer.

-In memory of the Aubut Family.

-To honor Elsie G. Howell.

-In memory of Jessie and Edward Davis. (Jessie Davis was active in the late 1960's in the Democratic Town Committee and voter registration.)

-In memory of Adrith Garside Goddard.

-In memory of Robert A. Haines and Elinor T. Haines.

Archives:  We had an 1894 antique corn planter donated to us from Julia and Joe Brocklebank of East Falmouth, Ma.  Sandra Mouser donated a 275th Anniversary key ring.  She and her husband, Ken Mouser donated many antique tools.  Mary Garland's two boxes of old books made it to our archives.  Phyllis White donated a small flagpole and a Bicentennial Tewksbury Flag.  David Marcus donated a pair of Naval overalls, an army shovel, and an ammunition belt from WW II.  Edward McCormack donated a medal he won in a boxing match during the 1934 Anniversary celebration.  Bill and Barbara Farrell donated pictures, a 1944 Football Program and a 1942 graduation program from 8th grade.  Mary Gaffney donated a watercolor, photographs, a 1691 document, news clippings and a legal 1792 document.  William Fullerton donated several Annual Carnation Society leather bound books of meetings from 1902-1931.  He also donated a 125th Anniversary history book of the North Tewksbury Baptist Church.  Helen Alto donated her biography of the Saunders Family, cards, a needlepoint book and a old wedding announcement.  Robert Mores donated Devotional Exercises from the 225 Anniversary of Tewksbury.  William Frotten donated a 1938 Stadium Dedication booklet.  Michael Kelley donated a pair of WW I pants.

Officers: President - David E. Marcus          Vice President - Rita O'Brien Dee

Treasurer - open by resignation                     Recording Secretary - M. Eileen McDonagh

                                                                       Corresponding Secretary - Sandra Mouser

Executive Board: Beverly A. Bennett, Joyce Burns, Barbara Chandler, Harold R. Clark, William J. Fullerton, Duncan Hazel, Robert Hunter, Thomas King, Michael Kelley, Eugene Winter
2010 Membership Application
· Junior Membership


$5.00

· Individual Membership 

$15.00

· Dual Membership (Spouse/Partner)
$25.00

· Senior (Age 65+) Membership
$10.00

· Life Membership


$500.00


Please return this with your check to: Tewksbury Historical Society, PO Box 522, Tewksbury, MA 01876-0522. The membership year runs from Jan. 1st to Dec. 31st.

Questions? Contact: Sandra Mouser: 978-851-4966

or

E-Mail: tewksburyhistoricalsociety@msn.com
Name _______________________________________Date______________

Address ________________________________________________________


City/Town________________________State____________________ Zip Code______

Phone _____________________________ Email _____________________________

· RENEWAL 




· NEW
Do you want your newsletters sent electronically?

· Yes

· No

What are your special interests? If these interest you, it will mean working with people on the Executive Board to help us meet our mission of "Education, Preservation, and Research" into Tewksbury History.

· Library Program - every Tuesday, 3:30-5:30pm 

· NEW! -Library Program - every Tuesday, 5:30-7:30pm

· Building/Housing 

· Program 

· Tewksbury Book 

· Oral History 

· Archive 

· Society Store

· Nominating 

· Financial

· Technology/Website 
· Other :____________________________________________________
